
Gate of Heaven and Our Lady of Victory Parishes Announce 

A Year of Celebrating the Eucharist 
Commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the Diocese of Scranton 

 

With gratitude to God and in conjunction with the celebration of the 150th Anniversary of the 
founding of the Diocese of Scranton, A Year Celebrating the Eucharist 2017-2018 will begin next 
Sunday, December 3, the First Sunday of Advent, at Gate of Heaven and Our Lady of Victory 
Parishes.  The Diocesan commencement of this noteworthy year will be on Sunday, December 3, 
with the celebration of a Pontifical Mass. 

In our Catholic faith, the Most Holy Eucharist is our greatest blessing from Jesus himself.  
This Sacrament is “the source and summit of the Christian life” (Lumen Gentium, no. 11).  “The 
other Sacraments,…and all works…are bound up with the Eucharist and are oriented toward it.  
For in the blessed Eucharist is contained the whole spiritual good of the Church, namely Christ 
Himself..” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1324). 

This liturgical year our parishes will renew our efforts at enlightening, educating and 
inspiring our brothers and sisters to a deeper understanding of and devotion to God’s Real 
Presence in the Eucharist.  Beginning on the Second Sunday in Advent, our pastor, Father 
Toomey, will speak at all Masses opening the Year Celebrating the Eucharist.   

We will be offering opportunities to delve deeper into knowing Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.   

 During the year, we hope to enliven our bulletin covers with portraits of Saints and their 
quotes on the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist.   

 During Advent, a short pulpit talk will be given before all Masses, followed by a more in-
depth instruction at our parishes.  

 At Lent, we will be moving our tabernacles to the center of the Altar, placing Jesus Christ at 
the most prominent place in our Sanctuaries.  

 Our Religious Education programs will be incorporating Multi Generational classes for 
parents and students on Mass and the Eucharist.   

 Our Music Camp and Vacation Bible School will be focusing on the history of our 
churches and the Eucharist. 

 In June, during the weekend of The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus 
Christi), a parish wide Retreat will be offered along with a Eucharistic Procession.   

 The end of the liturgical year will be concluded at the time of the Feast of Christ the King 
with a 40 Hour Devotion.   

The belief in the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist is the essence of the faith of 
Catholics of every age.  On the night of the Last Supper, Jesus himself instituted the Eucharist with 
the words, “Take and eat; this is my body…Drink of this cup, all of you; for this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is poured out for many.” (Matthew 26:26-28).  This belief in the Real 
Presence was firmly rooted in the practice of our ancestors’ faith and cruial to the way they lived 
their lives.  This remains true for us today.  Christ is present to us in the Eucharist and His 
Presence must be an integral part of our faith and how we live.  The Church and the sacraments, 
the Holy Body and Blood of Christ, are part of our life and our history. 
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We, as part of the Diocese of Scranton, will have ample opportunities to learn some of this 
history, of both our Diocese and our parishes.  We will be able to participate in the activities which 
are offered by the Diocese in celebration of the 150th Anniversary of its founding as well as our 
parish opportunities. 

To conclude, this new liturgical year provides us with a unique opportunity to not only look 
back at our history, but also to grow in love and union with our Eucharistic Christ.  “Our ancestors 
have given us an example of faith that is eternal, a faith that unite Heaven and earth, a faith where 
Heaven and earth meet in the Holy Eucharist” (Bishop Salvatore Matano, Rochester, NY).  Let us 
invoke the intercession of our patron, Mary, the most holy Mother of God, in asking our Lord’s 
blessing upon the people of our parishes and our Diocese, our Priest and our Bishop, as we 
embark on this new Liturgical Year, A Year Celebrating the Eucharist.   

Holy Mother of God, pray for us. 


